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Based on the gospel for Sunday 18 December, Fourth Sunday of Advent: Matthew 1:18-24

“When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he
took his wife to his home.” Matthew 1:24 

Joseph had made up his mind to divorce Mary, when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, telling him not to be afraid. Joseph listens to the angel and welcomes Mary and her unborn
child into his home.

Home is so important. It is more than just a place to live. It is, or should be, a place of safety, of
welcome. A place where we can relax and rest, where we can be comfortable. It is a place where
we belong. 

A sad reality is that many women around the world struggle to keep their homes if they are
widowed, since their countries deny them legal rights to the marital property when their spouses
die. Garmeh, a widow and mother of four in Liberia, faced eviction along with her four children
when she lost her husband. 

We worked with local experts to help Garmeh prove her right to the property she shared with her
husband and children. They can now live without the threat of homelessness hanging over them. 

Recently we caught up with Garmeh again. Tragically, her oldest daughter has died and so
Garmeh is now looking after three grandchildren as well as her own children.

Things have been really tough, but they would have been even harder without the security of her
own home as she says: “I want to thank God and the people of CAFOD for helping me to possess
my house. As a widow I continue to face daily economic challenges since I lost my husband.
Imagine if I was going to be thrown out by my late husband’s family. How would I have coped with
all these challenges?”

Come, Lord, prince of peace. Let us listen to your word as it whispers in our hearts: “Do not
be afraid.” Grant us the courage to build peace in our homes, our local community and our
world. Amen.

https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=2c537392788a41025e6a6f842d1fbaa620327b0712974689ce8a489fb81ffa57b8f8e37dba262da43ab60829c832606a8b258d9f2be873dc
https://view.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=578c166de6db0891b68316033a44327bd90c91db5171f058950bf4cc52e294bdcf31f22e9cd312165273d75ed7ba845aeb73706b9e20b147a91156618fb68d5c9db87b1e4a44af56
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=2c537392788a4102891c7294a7ed13559b86933a4b9d67bb5d6b38ebaca22a54ecfb25ea54ae27cee957ff2faab04a49e5d5cedf6e0b084b
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=2c537392788a410202f378741d545ac8b773129ec7209d23537bad2771d8fe80d97e44fd3fcf84fb297e127f63fce6715ec685bdc5d84893
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=2c537392788a4102c2e1e731ff8714951c82adcd2e43d020e1e65aa227056fcfe03c8fe47f9af20c7f61279c2620040663416dae2626c616
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=2c537392788a41024bb0d44caa584f94e52d5c73cdca5ced02cd0d9f6f46e4a5a524c6ba2486ec9f6f704d3757e219304ce81860cf7dbbfc


12/16/22, 11:39 AM CAFOD

https://view.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=578c166de6db0891b68316033a44327bd90c91db5171f058950bf4cc52e294bdcf31f22e9cd312165273d75ed… 2/3

Home for life 
Stand up for the rights of some of the world’s
most vulnerable women and children through
the Home for life World Gift. Choose express
delivery to get your gift in time for
Christmas. 

Buy a Home for life
World Gift

I’m dreaming of a green
Christmas…
How can you have an eco-friendly Christmas
that saves the planet and puts money in your
bank account?  

Read more

This reflection and prayer were taken from our Advent calendar. 

Christmas prayers 
Use our unique resources to guide your
prayer and reflection this Christmas.   

Pray with us
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