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Based on the gospel for Sunday 25 September–Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke
16:19-31 

"…between you and us a great chasm has been fixed."

The chasm which exists between the rich man and Lazarus after their deaths reflects the distance
that separated them in life. Though the rich man knew Lazarus’ name, it seems that he passed
him by him each day, overlooking him and ignoring his needs.   


The rich man in the gospel accepts the world as it is, without trying to change anything. He is
condemned not for being cruel to Lazarus or mistreating him but for his failure to do anything to
help him. The message of the parable is clear. Don’t fail to see the poor and needy. Don’t accept
the status quo. Don’t imagine you can’t make a difference.   


Many chasms divide our world today – between the rich and poor, the powerful and marginalised,
those with access to education and healthcare and those without. We are reminded by Catholic
Social Teaching of God’s call to have a special concern for the poor and powerless, to be aware of
and challenge the chasms that keep people apart and prevent them from flourishing.   


How might we begin to bridge some chasms today?  

Compassionate God,  

forgive us for the times we fail to see those in need.   

Give us courage and strength to believes that we can make a difference  

and move us to love in concrete ways  

so that all your people may enjoy justice and peace. 

Amen. 

Faith and food
Join us online on Thursday 29th September
for an evening with MasterChef Semi- finalist
Olayemi Adelekan. discussing her
MasterChef journey, Nigerian cooking and
the role faith plays in her daily life.

Register now

Make and Create
This Harvest, we invite you to ‘Make and
Create’ and raise vital funds for CAFOD. 

Find out more

Food crisis Mass
Join us online on Friday 23 September at
7pm for a Mass, praying for all affected by
the world food crisis.  The Mass will be
celebrated from the Shrine of Mary Help of
Christians in Nairobi, Kenya.

Sign up

This reflection and prayer were written by  Caroline Stanton from our Theology team.   

This CAFOD email includes weekly reflections on a gospel passage. To ensure your email newsletter reaches

you every time, add news@email.cafod.org.uk to your address book or contacts list. We protect your privacy and

don’t share personal data with third parties. Read our privacy notice.


The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in

England and Wales and part of Caritas International. Charity no 1160384 and company no 09387398. © CAFOD

2022


If you don’t wish to hear from us any more, we’re sorry to see you go, but you can unsubscribe


Catholic Agency for Overseas Development

Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road,


London,

SE1 7JB,


https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e02e61ea431ad7ee5f4f62aa502ec08e5e200a86080c28515c3580b16db9060940241604c7a358d40f0af8bb9ebeee369
https://view.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=80dec7f9f2fec86d307d5c8ba0bd611b6e5861b62ab84af346db26ec3ffce99791b845b2d3a5e3ab950b43e014fbcb1a150473710b6df0515d25ee39f93cff29d3e2ff85adc7c808
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e98e51d63b220f9996a92c4dba3e7f88e5bb9cf237e7abe41663cf18da3dbabf908261c85e4b5ab405ecc522b850ffab4
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087ef432c7934ab265e2d5fe5a636e6a756c1dc70ef08ca3b9a3207e53cabef93c598f73b4ec01eb3000417612748dc316bf
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e54b897c3e4ca5e9c80f87e831de3a7ef3c8d18d0b454087a7f6745b85debc7de8b98ba0aefa3b17b05e8188dc8333f50
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e6345728de23b6523e90db816ae4286b04f42996450db426dce2b6b88a2c052900903c3a57bfcec4c31b1a1308bc9b495
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087ef3b033f3f20136874607532449fef42c8fa91c05fb8dd761eac9e7fd921df5aff33a8546d415db6879b7e146216a30f35b3fcfe794882e70
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e78f6fb51e70dd7f1ac66a2a381f7b32be0320d62a358435ca4739cf12ec4a97834801d5ea8ed2919d5ffecd80667f1e633f0c7930951d2df
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e1ca2c4154b9241e535e0be0c9b187eb22c47135ec300422aea18e0e59faca77a17cae9873ffac2443c010a4462fdc8f060053007d3b25eaf
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e213eaa083624dab753045736d170c6ff11f3d5c29fa026c77a64b235d3bdfb3df169ab50b4ed2d264fa4083efdddde9369ede191666e6a4e
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087ea710c702130000c3deedf0a9e8f6ec66f7696a0c93be553c50588abebc56991628e30bb6b4192cfa8cefed0cbc266dc10401985d304d0d20
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e5af291c4379c8fcd21fabba8108b91f6b0f4f6414a7165bfd94246b28e5fe54d18283e5894cc3d3516d5663c5737791f1e2e74ff81a07449
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087ee3528e8702f7155fbaca6690095196f3fc3a8e5085b153bf3473be052f0cb6d2c0cc0bb33ce6cf434059f049eff45cb5
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e14de60216fa463aa6182ec9a7166d3ee138c90e451762b5e472ba5ddd93ab828487caaf7f316e12b8a43a5b72520b97d
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e5453091a45db0328f9c8ff5dc26e6b1f14415a3b63bb574b9209275ce6bbd1428a419504837d79e2edfaa4a52ac4ef13
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e2bebbd3264029b283f742f97ec8f582dca57c9391c11e9c5d057663422200b4d9001b50381136e92255dfc7e548364f1
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087ea836e9c4080bef269a2019f02348439b4596fd26b78090fbf763a5721e3636134c85c16320e469e3d42995e4e2ff2263
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=d181d8ffef85087e4846f49bb3d71b1f90c98cbd7efce3458f46da760be81d9dbbcd430206b8699dbde81ede0be69be13583a012c17c762d

