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Based on the gospel for 12 December, Third Sunday of Advent: Luke 3:10-18

“If anyone has two tunics he must share with the man who has none, and the one with
something to eat must do the same.”

 

John the Baptist places a demanding expectation before the people of his day. His words are
direct, clear and explicit: share what you have, be honest, do not oppress people.   
 
Bissajit lives in Bangladesh with his mother Nomita and sister Sonia. The family live season-to-
season, always in fear of losing their home and crops to the cyclones, storms and floods so
common in their area. Yet Bissajit lives just the kind of life of open-handed generosity that John the
Baptist speaks of today. As his sister Sonia says:   
 
“If he earns one taka and he hears about someone else who need one taka, he’ll give it away. He
puts other people first. One winter my mother bought him a t-shirt to protect him from the cold
weather. The very next day he came across a boy who was trembling in the cold without enough
clothes. So my brother took off the t-shirt and gave it to the boy.”   
 
This coming Sunday is Gaudete Sunday (Latin for ‘rejoice’). As we dwell on the words of John the
Baptist and the example of Bissajit, we are reminded of the joy that is offered to us in living out the
gospel, in the concrete actions of sharing and loving that bring new life to the world and to us.  

Gracious God,   
we thank you for your gifts.   
Teach us to trust you   
more than possessions or wealth.   
Give us generous hearts,   
inspire us to share what we have   
and work for justice,   
so that all people may flourish   
and live in dignity.   
Amen.  

Advent calendar
Read a reflection on today's readings from
our Advent calendar, and pray that God's
word may take root in our hearts.

Reflection for 10
December

https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=78a960e5dd35c1bbc4780ea79dc8d400baa2a9eda021c0a42d422fa43d05d0c72cdc62bcab3815ed5a66d245ead2d2eb06383f255ff0fbfa
https://view.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=1b20aac78c54e6474a0657fa4a9cdaa9eccb0dd919ce400a0f31351a1194ae5b0da4c3b3d5cb24d0cf8e1b89f1d1a8298b8f8183ca9e7bae7ecd6cb1b12d52ee958223e908528b18
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=78a960e5dd35c1bb9cde87ce8e5bfbe0216ddd0f8c675f56bd86523abf462cbed02ba33323e1ef7608ae535fe294482b737ef0e868466a75
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=78a960e5dd35c1bbe4763f4a29aaf1b5eccf0e5516bd23411887713c860202b19a2208df966acd464b36910d2864f98382f6b8ca85717d71
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=78a960e5dd35c1bbe17ebda6cfca19c18f3d8cd324f720afedb2fe69d9a806c53c059828f756941e20ea32515e41645cad2f3efe9255a220
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=78a960e5dd35c1bbc768418da728610f75b033fe68f936b23043b501bda02c24f657fb8980ddd2f6374085ae6fa5fe6812bc88cf90a5c4ab
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=78a960e5dd35c1bba9b5b00ce0c7d58f0b2279ccb010184be7fccda4daaf6c22248a97831b467da105412b98b69901fd63e900fee3abc1341a15ac8e58bd81dd
https://click.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=78a960e5dd35c1bbd6549fdc7267dbc4bad6f23cb7654cf1cc4f604fa2a5823e8b54f41869e30e25d87c33072750a96fb32089a1f32fdb25875489c5552e3e96


12/10/21, 2:17 PM CAFOD

https://view.email.cafod.org.uk/?qs=1b20aac78c54e6474a0657fa4a9cdaa9eccb0dd919ce400a0f31351a1194ae5b0da4c3b3d5cb24d0cf8e1b89f1… 2/2

Advent Appeal
Give to our Advent Appeal and help
someone like Nomita adapt to the effects of
the climate crisis. 

Donate now

World Gifts
Share God's gifts of hope and joy with your
loved ones and with our sisters and brothers
in poverty. 

Buy World Gifts

This reflection and prayer were taken from our Advent calendar.
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